




























































discussed the struggle to change Alaskan society and 
eliminate discrimination. From these discussions, the 
students formulated their posters or essays. At the 
1991 celebration held at the ANB Hall, the winners 
were announced and introduced, and the prize- win
ning creations presented for public view. 

Students were asked to write a compelling speech 
from the perspective of Mrs. Peratrovich's feelings on 
the Anti- Discrimination Bill of 1945. The following 
essay was written by Londi Tomaro, grade 6 in the 
Marie Drake Middle School and was the I 9 9 I 
Elizabeth Peratrovich Essay Contest winner: 

Fellow Alaskans, why do we push 
down Alaska Natives? Why shouldn't 
rhey get equal rights? Would you say, 
"Hey sir, you can't go in there, you have 
blue eyes?" No, of course not. What 
difference does it make what color you 
eyes are, or yourrace for that matter. All 
human beings must be respected for rhat 
fact alone. 

We should not push their culture 
down, foreve1y culture is different. They 
each have something different that they 
can share. So I think that the Native 
cultures of Alaska are maybe the most 
important part of Alaska. For you can't 
have wilderness without having miles 
and miles of land. So you can't have a 
state without many, many different kinds 
of people. 

You can't get ri<l of something by 
passing a law against it, but you let other 
people know what you think and that 
you will fight for it. It's important that 
they know that because if they don't, 
things will never get changed. One 
person can do nothing but a group can 
do much. So if we each try to ourdo the 
other people nothing will get done. But 
if we work together we will solve our 
prublems. 

Roy and Elizabeth's oldest son, Roy Jr., while 
working for the Alaska Department of Highways, 
designed a bridge at ten mile Glacier Highway in 
Juneau-aptlynamed "The Brotherhood Bridge" 
in honor of theANB which was organized in 1912 for 
the "preservation and advancement of the Alaska 
Native Culture." The bronze plaques on the bridge 
symbolize the two great clans: Raven and Eagle, 
standing firmly on a rock, the foundation of the ANB 
and ANS. And roday, the Eagle and Raven still stand 
firmly on the rock symbolically and in reality. 

Photo courtesy of the 
A/11sk11 Stale Libmry 
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A landmark still 

recognized with pride by 

all Alaskan Natives who 

witnessed or participated 

in the many, many meet .. 

ings are the ANB Halls 

that have stood in the 

Juneau Indian Village. 

Whe re we 
are today 

S 
ince Governor Ernest Gruening's reapportion
ment bill enlarging the territorial legislative 
body from 8 to 1 6  Senators and 16 to 24 

Representatives, Alaska Natives have served in every 
Alaska legislature. From 1944 to 1950 the number of 
representatives in Southeast (1st Division) went from 
four to eight. Following his 1945 term in the House, 
Frank Peratrovich, Sr. was elected to the Senate and 
was succeeded in the House by another Tlingit, Frank 
L. Johnson of Kake. An Eskimo, William E. Beltz of 
Nome, was elected to the House in 1948 and later 
elected to the Territorial Senate, becoming president 
in the first legislature after statehood. When Beltz 
died, he was succeeded in the senate presidency by 
Senator Frank Peratrovich, Sr. The performance of 
the legislatures notably improved with the participa
tion of Alaska Natives. 

The progress of the equal rights act was watched 

closely without rush to impose tts prov1s1ons and 
Alaskans saw, slowly but surely, the integration which 
followed to where we are today. Where are we today? 
From the Bureau oflndianAffairs operated schools in 
virtually all villages -Juneau and Douglas included 
- which offered only elementary education, to fully 
operated state-run schools complete with university 
and vocational education opportunities. From the 
oppressed confinement of the Juneau Indian Village 
to integrated housing throughout all of Alaska. Vil
lage Street is the oldest one in Juneau and still holds 
the proud distinction as the Juneau Indian Village. A 
landmark still recognized with pride by all Alaskan 
Natives who witnessed or participated in the many, 
many meetings are the ANB Halls that have stood in 
the Juneau Indiap Village. Many meetings that im
pacted the destiny of Juneau and all of Alaska were 
held in the ANB Halls. Every village in S.E. Alaska 



has an ANB Hall and Hoonah and Klukwan each 
have an ANS Hall. 

In 1929, the ANB convention at Haines re
solved to pursue the Tlingit and Haida claims and a 
resolution to sponsor a bill permitting Tlingit and 
Haida tribes to seek entrance to a court of claims was 
passed unanimously. In 1935, Congress passed the 
Jurisdictional Act legalizing the Tlingit and Haida's 
pursuit of a land claims settlement from the U.S. 
government. In 1939, the ANB passed a resolution 
establishing the Tlingit and Haida Central Council to 
serve as the vehicle which brought about the first 
Native land settlement in Alaska which was success
fully filed on October 1, 194 7 

secure passage of the Alaska Native Claims Settle
ment Act (ANSCA) in 1971. 

Just as Elizabeth predicted, racial discrimination 
has not been totally eliminated. There have been only 
two cases tried under the Equal Rights Law, both by 
Blacks who were denied equal accommodations. The 
proprietors were both found guilty of violating the 
anti-discrimination laws. Though discrimination 
cannot be eliminated in the minds of man, it can be 
controlled and punished as unacceptable behavior 
through the anti-discrimination law. Roy Peratrovich 
rightly boasted that the bill is the best in the U.S. and 
was 20 years ahead of its time. 

in the U.S. Court of Claims. 
In 1959, a quantum 

judgement by the U.S. Court 
of Claims awarded $7.5 mil
lion to the Tlingit and Haida 
Indians for the federally 
withdrawn lands in South
east Alaska. The "judgement 
fund" was deposited into the 
U.S. Treasury until such time 
Congress approved Tlingit 
and Haida Central Council's 
expenditure plan. On July 
3 1 ,  1970, Congress accepted 
the Central Council's "Six 
Point Plan" and passed P.L. 
91-335 giving Tlingit and 
Haida Central Council ac
cess to the judgement fund. 
The Six Point Plan calls for 
programs in the areas of edu
cation and skills training, in
d us trial and commercial 
training, services for the eld
erly, community develop
ment, housing assistance and 
financing, and, now, human 
services and special tribal 
programs. Today, Tlingit and 
Haida is Central Council to 
twenty- four Community 
Councils from Anchorage, 
Alaska to Southern Califor
nia representing and serving 
18,554 Tlingits and Haidas. 

·TERO 2000• Today's Strength. Tomorrow's Future· 

The Tlingit and Haida 
Lawsuit provided valuable 
lessons to the Alaska Fed
eration of Natives (AFN) in 
their successful attempt to 
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Not only is official recognition appropriate for the great 

contribution of Elizabeth Peratrovich, but also serves to 

remind contemporary Alaskans that equality is a cause 

which must be pursued constantly. 



Quotes by 
and of 
Mr. Roy 
Peratrovich 

.. .It behooves us all to take a little time and 
reflect on our customs and culture, we have lost and 
continue ro lose the fine culture that our people 
enjoyed. For instance, the respect we were taught to 
have for our elders is now becoming a thing of the past 
and we are losing the close clan ties we have 
had in the past .  Under our clan system we were 
either a brother, sister, or mother,and this cemented 
us together as a family unit. Because of this closeness, 
we did not know a thing about social servi.:es. We 
took care of each other as the need arose. 

Roy Peratrovich 
ANB Convention Address 

Every organization, government and country 
has a history. In U.S. schools, we are taught the 
subject of history. This is done for the purpose of 
shadng the hardship, difficulties and accomplish
ments experienced by our country, so, if this can be 
done by others, I see no reason we cannot do it in our 
organizations. Our elders, too shared with us the 
history of our clans, etc. 

Roy Peratrovich 

Observation and Comments 

A person officiating in an executive legislation 
or judicial capacity should be free as is humanly 
possible from prejudice or provincialism. 

Roy Peratrovich statement urging the removal of a U.S. 
Commissioner because of his opposition twice to enact
ment of the Equal Rights Bill plus other legislation. 

There is no doubt in our minds that Roy 
Peratrovich, his team mate Elizabeth, were significant 
events in the lives of Alaska Natives and the State of 
Alaska. Roy make a difference in our lives. Roy is a 
proud man and he wants us to be proud also. 

Richard Stitt 
1987 ANB Convention Address 
as Grand President 

Laws must be equal in their benefits as well as 
equal in their in their burdens and anything else is not 
"equal protection of the laws" guaranteed by the 
Constitution. 

(unknown) 
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